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Gene Mack, left, author of Hall of Fame cartoons, poses
with an old friend, Connie Mack of the Philadelphia
Athletics,

m.eet t/Le aut/zor g,

GENE MACK, whose cartoons have spiced the sports pages of the Boston
Globe for more than 35 vears, created his masterpiece when he penned his
version of the major league ball parks,

Gene’s real name is Eugene G. McGillicuddy, a distant relative of
Cornelius McGillicuddy, the famous “Connie Mack,” manager of the Phila-
delphia Athletics for half a century.

Gene was born in North Cambridge, Mass., and has always idolized
Connie, a Brookfield, Mass., product, who made good in baseball, Gene's
favorite game.

During the years he has followed the fortunes of Boston's two |]]E
league LII:I]J.‘: — the Braves and Red Sox —Gene has dev eloped a technique

of de seribing games that has been copied by many in his profession, but
equalled by none.

In a l'_.'pim! Gene Mack cartoon, as the sketches in this series will
reveal, the reader can gaze at a tiny figure of a ballplayer and immediately
identify him, even though the player’s name is not attached thereto.

It's a knack that only a gifted artist and expert on sports could possess.

Gene's baseball cartoons are familiar to readers of the Boston Globe
and the Sporting News, baseball's bible. But his ability is not confined to
that game. He pmduccs excellent l:lrawings of every other sport as well.

Gene is the proud father of two sons and three daughters.

Copyright 1950 by Eugene G. MceGillicudd v
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Kay 9, 1950

Mr. Gene Kack, Cartoonist
Boston Globe
Boaston 7, Fassachusetta,.

Dear Gene Mack:

Your cartoons have had a wonderful following
aince we put them up in the Hall of Fame.
Personally, I wonder why you do not put thes

in book form and have them distributed through=
out the country. They are historical and cover,
as completely as anyore could, the different
baseball Pil'l-"k-'l and the many odd thines which
happen in these parks,

I am sure from the interest displayed in your
cartoons heare that you should have guite a
following throuphout the country.

a3 mcmmur 5,

Bob Quinn
Director
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“Cene Mack's cartoons will live forever in the memory of thou-
sands of readers who have enjoyed them.”

Thus wrote Jerry Nason, sports editor of the Boston Globe, in
appraisal of the Hall of Fame cartoons, which are herewith produced
in book form to fill a demand for the drawings that has never ceased
since they were penned four years ago.

“There have been many agile pen pushers who have cartooned
the sport of baseball over the years, some of them quite famous,”
Nason went on. “Until Gene Mack came along there never was one
r::mnpl{-?te'l:.r Dqllipped to grapple with such an t;xncﬁng assignment as
is represented by these ball park sketches.”

Hailed by thousands of the game’s followers as a rare baseball
treasure, Gene Mack’s original cartoons of the major league ball
[:-ur]-:s were requested b}' the directors of the Hall of Fame, They
now adorn the walls of the baseball shrine at Cooperstown, N. Y.

Until this printing they were available in book form only in New
England and through the pages of the Boston Glohe and the Sporting
News.

The author has brought each cartoon up to date, augmenting the
series with baseball gems that oceurred since the first printing.

Ford C. Frick, President of the National League, came to bat
with this statement: '

“Gene Mack's work on the National League parks rates more
than one orchid, particularly for many of the old-timers. For, in this
series, he has brought back memories of some of the outstanding
happenings of the yester-year.

“There is unough of the humorous touch in Gene's work to bring
many a chuckle.

“Frankly, I would say that a person fortunate enough to have
this series Iw Gene Mack has a worthy condensed history of the
league, with all the important incidents repurted by an artist who not
only is skillful with the pen, but is recognized as one of the best-
informed about the game, both past and present.”

Will Harridge, President of the American League, scored with
this comment:

“Gene has done a remarkable job in recapturing, with his pen,
a thousand memories of great plays and great names that go to make
the history of our national game so fascinating to all fans, voung
and old.

“Fenway Park, Briggs Stadium, Comiskey Park — Ty Cobb's
flashing 5]_.11:]-'.1.,.': the home run that Ted Williams smashed to win the
1941 All-Star game, the war-cry of Hughie ]enmngﬁ, the drives of
Babe Buth, Jimmy Foxx, Lou Gehrig. What memories those names
and feats conjure!

“To you, Gene, my sincere compliments on a fine job whath quali-
fies on every count for the Hall of Fame at Cooperstown,”

Gene Mack’s famous series has been of untold value to those who
follow baseball via radio and newspapers. to shut-ins and others who
never have had the opportunity to enter a big league park.

Virtually every epic play in the game's history, including World
Series’ highlights, has been recorded for posterity in a manmer far
more arresting than the written word.

Gene Mack's book belongs in every sports library. Its pages will
give hours of delightful reading to every American, from nine to
ninety, who knows and loves the game. As a source of information
and a fund of baseball lore, it is unigue among sports Pnhliuaﬁnns,



@f‘ aves 8‘;8!{{ ¢  Boston Braves

TT COBB stood at home plate a few days
before the dedication of Braves Field, Aug
18, 1915, and predicted that a ball would never
be batted over the fences, This prediction
didn’t guite prove true, but the distinces to
the outfield boundaries did present a problem
that eaused more foul line s'hifts and erection
of more s}'nt}ltlit: fences and screens than in
any hig league purl: in the country,

When the new park was built, the cement
wall that marked the limit in left field was
396 feet from home plate, the distance to
the extreme center feld corner was 550 feet
and to the right field bleachers, known as the
“jury box,” 375 feet,

With the famous Boston east wind blow-
ing, the park was truly a pitcher’s paradise.
Center ﬂsPlders. like Rabbit Powell and Eddie
Brown, had field days, and many sluggers sug-
gested that the place be given back to the In-
dians.

Almost any line drive hit between the cen-
ter and right fielders was good for a triple and
often a home mum, but it was something like
seven years before a ball was hit over the left
field wall. Frank Snyder was the slugger and
the ball cleared the premises at the foul pole
in the extreme left field comer of the field.
Walton Cruise hit the first cireuit clout into
the “jury box.”

The clamor by fans for more home runs of
the “over-the-fence” variety caused the first
shift in the scenery. It was decided to shut
off the wide-open spaces and build bleachers

in left and center, with 28 rows of seats,
fronted by an eight-foot wall. This barrer
was approximately 70 feet closer to the play-
ing field. Furthermore, the diamond was
shifted toward the riEht by some 25 feet,
thus moving the ri[ight eld foul pole well into
the right field pavilion.

All this was planned in the Fall of 1927,
when Shanty Hogan was being hailed as a
new home run hero. Alas, when the new pint-
sized park was opened in 1928, Hogan was a
member of the Giants, going as part of a swap
for Rogers Hornshy,

Home runs fell into that short bleachers like
rain, most of them, unfortunately, from the
bats of the visitors, By early June, 47 of the
“Chinese” round-trippers had been recorded
and it was decided to dismantle the whole
thing as a bad job. During the “synthetic”
bleacher pedod, Lester Bell, for the Braves'
side, did cut himself in on a three-homer day,
with a fourth wallop bouncing off a screen in
right center,

There have been many changes in the park
since then, both in diamond shilts and new
fences. The bleachers in left have gone and
a high wall in left and left-center have been
moved several times. Last year the Braves
officials seemed to hit a happy medium. The
curving fence measures 337 feet in left and
390 in center. Ten-foot screen, well out from
the “jury box,” measures 318 feet at the foul
pole and makes a pretty fair target for left-
handed hitters. The park seats approximately

40,000 and now boasts one of the finest light-
ing ?stems in the majors, also a mammoth
scoreboard atop the left eld wall,

The Red Sox used Bruves Field for their
Warld Series games in 1915 and 1916 and
again when Sunday ball was legalized, At
that time, the proximity of a church prevented
the use of Fenway Park.

Until 1948 the Braves had never won a pen-
nant at Braves Field, but the new owners,
Perini, Rugo and Maney, are definitely on the
march and in the not too distant future threaten
to equal the feats of their predecessors of the
“nineties,” Conant, Soden and Billings, the tri-
umvirate whose Boston Nationals of Collins,
Duffy, Long and Tenney's time were the toast
of the baseball world,

Some of the highlights that Boston fans like
to recall are the “grand slam” by Wally Berger
on the final day in 1933 that gave the Braves
fourth place and a cut of the first division
dough. . . . Earl Clark’s busy day on May
10, 1929, when he established a put-out rec-
ord with twelve catches in center field. . . .
The 26-inning  game between the Braves and
D:)dgers on May 1, 1920, with Oeschger and
Cadore pitching the entire distance, . . . Babe
Ruth's line drive homer in a Yankee-Red Sox
Sunday game that hit the scoreboard, prob-
ably the hardest hit ever made at the field.

. . Babe’s debut as a Brave in the opening
game in 19335, , . . In typical Ruth fashion he
won the pame with a homer off Carl Hubbell
and contributed a circus cateh of a foul y. . ..,
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ON April 21, 1912, the Red Sox opened Fen-
way Park by nosing out the New York High-
landers, 7 to 6, in an lldnming game, On
May 17 amid flag raising, floral presentations
and dignitaries from all parts of the baseball
world, the place was formally dedicated with
a defeat of the local Hose at the hands of the
Chicago White Sox,

Meanwhile, several important revelations
had come to light. It was discovered that the
revamped Red Sox, second division club in
1911, were going to mitke it rough for all
comers. Alsg that the left feld wall, that
looked mountainous high on opening day,
could be “had.” Hugh Bradley cleared it on
April 26, Finally the treacherous-lonking em-
bankment at the base of the wall might be a
stumbling block for visiting left fielders but
not for an Alpine climber like our own Dully
Lewis.,

The wall, much higher than the old fence
at Huntington Av.; the cliff, the small bleach-
ers in center field that seemed miles away and
the slanting screen down which foul balls
rolled, were [eatures that attracted the fans
at the opening game.

A steel single-deck grandstand swn::g
around from behind first base to point beve
third, Adjoining the grandstand a covered
wavilion stretched far down the right-field foul
iinc_ An opening beyond the grandstand in
left gave fielders oom to handle foul flies in
that direction,

By World Series time the open spaces had

Boston Red Sox

been filled with bleachers even along Duffy's
Cliff where secats were built behind a low
fence which called for ground rule two-bag-
rers.  These seats were pretty chummy for a
right-handed hitter even in those days of the
dead ball.

The park retained pretty much the same
architecture until 1934, when Tom Yawkey
introduced New Fenway Park, a magnificent
structure which at the time seemed whally
miuqimte for housing Boston's baseball Fan-
dom, and is said to have cost 52,000,004,

The Senators. with Joe Cronin in the vil-
lain’s role, mined the opening festivities on
April 17, 1934, winning from the Sox. 6 to 5.
Oddly enough, this game, like the opener in
1912, went 11 innings.

About five years later Tom did some more
remodeling, this time in the reconstruction
of the famous “Williwmsburg” area. The bull

B8 WEeTE I)Iu(‘ﬂi in front of the l‘ig]'lt field
leachers and the whole thing moved closer to
the playing field, This change proved to be of
no great advantage to left-handed hitters and
it made for a sli #Iﬂiﬂl' playin field. As pres-
ently mnstmr:tcg the foul ]mﬁ" in left is 315
feet from the plate; in right it is only 302 feet,
but it circles ]hunl»: rapidly and is 380 feet to
the Sox bull pen. At the deepest part in right-
center it is 420 feel and at the iingpuiu 379.
Seating capacity is 34,474,

At Huntington Av., the club won the pen-
nant in 1903 and 1904, In '03 they defeated
Pittsburgh for the first world championship

and in 1904 the Giants refused to play the post-
SEASON Series.

After winning the fag and world title in
1912 the club was sold in 1913 to Joe Lannin
and under the aggressive leadership of Bill
Carrigan won pennants in 1915 and 1916 to-
gether with the World Series gold.

Then eame the disastrous Henry Frazee era.
Although this theatrical magnate had a cham-

ionship team in 1918 under Ed Barrow’s
E::lders!l:ip, he sold the eream of the Sox play-
ers to the Yankees. Ruth, Mavs, Lewis, Dugan,
Scott, Bush, Hoyt, were among the group,

Theatrical failures caused most of Frazee's
financial troubles and brought about the sales
that set the Red Sox back many years.

In 1924 the desperate Americun Leagune
officials induced Bob Quinn, then the very
successful business manager of the Browns, to
take over, backed by Mid-West money, The
early death of the principal backer left Bob
high and dry and with beastly luck in the way
af rainy holidays and a disastrous fire that
wiped out the left-field bleachers he sold out
to Yawkey. With Eddie Collins as business
manager, the club bought star players with
the same speed that Frazee had sold them.

They also developed their own talent and
built a team that Manager Joe Cronin piloted
to a pennant in 1946. Under Joe McCarthy
they fought to the final days in 1948 and 1949

before bowing out.
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86-6€f3 (9:@!({ ¢ Brooklyn Dodgers

EBBETS FIELD, which houses the wildest
hasehall fans in the world, was opened in 1913,
Originally the park had only a shallow wooden
bleacher in left field but now all stands from
the right field cormer around to a point in
right center are double-decked. A daffy fea-
ture of this set-up is that the so-called bleach-
ers are sectons in the upper stands in left
center with a roof — no less. A tragic Feature
is the limited seating capacity — only about
55,000,

The famouns right-field wall is something to
gsec — as freakish as the Dodger fans, who
start screaming with the first piteh and con-
tinue the hedlam untl the last man has been
retired — and often later. The concrete wall,
297 feet from the plate, is about 20 feet high
and is topped by a screen about 20 feet higher.
The sereen was built not so many Vears ago
to save money on the windows the likes of
Fournier, Herman and Bissonette crashed on
Bedford Av. It was cheaper on the club to
build the screen than to keep paying the hills
for broken glass.

The wall looks like something designed for
nearby Coney Island. It is a concave-like
structure which makes for some freakish car-
oms that only experts like Tommy Gritfith, in
the old days, and later Dixie Walker have
been able to fathom effectively, Many an in-
nocent looking drive goes kiting around the
greensward for a triple or near homer.

The scorehoard juts out from the wall and
along its base is a parrow sloping surface on

which a clothing store offers a suit to any plaver
who hits the sign on the fly. They say no one
has ever ecollected so much as a vest. The
trick is that a ball falling that clese to the
ground will be caught.

The 1947 addition of 850 new box seats in
the old left and center feld stand shortens the
distance in left field to 343 feet, while a wallop
af 393 feet will reach the center field stand as
compared with the old 400,

Brooklyn's rabid fans have seen comedy,
drama, riots and parades over the wyears,
They've had clubs managed by colorful guys
like Robertson, Stengel and Durocher, They've
been in five World Series and lost ‘em all.
They've had their favorites from Zach Wheal
to Reese and Robinson.

A lot of comedy has centered around Babe
Herman: and let it be recorded that he never
was hit on the head with a Hy ball. He did,
however, figure in one of baseball’s most hila-
rious situations. Playing against the Braves in
1926, with the bases loaded, he lined one off
the right field wall. The runner on third
scored but Vance, who was on second, pulled
up when halfway home and decided to go
back. Fewster, mmnning to third from first,
saw Dazzy pull and stopped. Babe ran right
by Fewster, and then eame the spectacle of
Babe and Daz sliding into third from opposite
directions, The fnal putout in that dizzy

sitnation was made by the smart Doc Gaut-
reau, who trailed Fewster out near the right
field bull pen.

Casey Stengel, an old Brooklyn favarite,
when h.‘? returned one Spring after being
traded to Pittsburgh, anticipated the reception
he would get on his first appearance at bat
in Ebbets Field. When he was greeted with a
raucous “bird” he tipped his cap and a spar-
row flew out. Where Casey got the sparrow is
still a mystery,

At a big Giant series in 1924 fans used a
dismantled telegraph pole to batter in a gate
in center field, and overflowed onto the play-
ing surface. When Wilson of the Giants went
back to catch a fly, the crowd parted and al-
lowed him to get in, but not out, Hack's
glove and sun glasses were tossed out and
finally Hack — without the ball,

Tragic is the only word for the muff by
Owen of Henrich's third strike in the 1941
series against the Yanks, and the knee injury
suffered by Fitesimmons when struck by Rus-
s0's liner in the same series. The whole of
America suffered with the Dodger fans during
these incidents. The “Bums”™ of 1941 seemed
to be everybody’s team.

In 1947 they lost a seven-game series to the
Yankees and they still talk about the fourth
game and Lavagetto’s ninth-inming double
which broke up Bevens™ no-hit bid and won
for the Dodgers.
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Gomiséeg l@ (II'A ¢ Chicago White Sox

THDSE fans who believe that mafor league
playing fields should be uniform in sice and
shape find the answer in Comiskey Park. There
the playing field and stands are symmetrical
in construction. The distance from the plate
to haoth foul poles is 352 feet.

This park, which was opened July 1, 1910,
originally seated 26,000, In 1822 additions
were made that increased the capacity to ap-
proximately 50,000, Except for a compara-
tively small Lleacher in center field, the feld
is surrounded by a high double-decked grand-
stand. From the plate to the bleacher wall in
center is 440 [eet,

The outposts are deep enough to ex'l for

retty robust stroking although Woapy Toxx
Eit two murderous wallops thet  'suied the
towering left field roof andd Ted Wiiliims found
the range with a drive in the right cc tor direc-
tion.

The White Sox wre "South-Silc <" 'The
Cubs stronghold is in the nerthem (estion af
the city, and the dvahy botween ‘he fas
matches that of the trarditicos! «
iron followers of Jhanke Gz toniball mimes,

The origina N ite v field  owmned |1}'
Charles A. Comistey wesoon 39th St aven
farther south than Ge preseut 1'|:ui|.. s wis
the home of the chuapivs’ip teans oF 800
and 1901 in the St vears ol the leagme 5 es-
istenpe, It ='so Beuscd the fowens ¥ dtloess
Wonders.” mamzel b Uiewler jores, snd
WInNners nf the Y I.""..':l.] Sories oSt e tn'l.l.!i-I

Cubs in 1006,

e
LItV

At the present site the White Sox won flags
in 1917 and 1519, in .7 tiey won the world
championship from the Gisnls, What hap-
pened two  years later isn't twiled aboot on
the South Side. That was “Black Sox” vear!

The fans do, brawevor talk ahout that 1917
team even though sove al "Bk San” were in
the linzup. This teamn broke a miicd Bed Sox
monspoly and wan the American League flag
with 100 gaes on the winuing sde.

Clarence Bewand mamiged the club and
took the Gials into cnmp in the World Series,
four comes to two. It was i the Bnal game
of this gerizs at the Toio Grounds that Zimundr-
mun chased Eddie Coliins across the uncovered
plate,

Uthan “Bed” Faler pitched e team to
victorv in thres of the garmes anl Tackoted
hirmseif with sueh incuortals as Babe Adaws,
Chsisty Mathewson, Jaek Coombs and a fawr
others who Lave won a trio of World Seces
TTmes,

Noy  Schalk. ome of haseba’ts  greatest
ratohers, wis in action during this ein and
Iap Fe'sch patroiled center fieehel s o woithy
snccesser fo Fieder Jones. a great miidle-
Eu:'denf‘r, Luter Jouany  Mostl cwricd  on
this White Sox tradition.

Practically the sune team went on o win
the 1919 fag.

Sinee the seandal. however, the Whit~ Sox
have never won another pennant, All the
South ©.le enthusiasm has been cosfined to

the surprising way in which they maltreat the
Cubs in city series games.

Among the all-time greats who have wom
the white hose at Comiskey Park are Eddie
Caollins, Buck Weaver, Joe Jackson, Luke App-
ling, Jirmy Callahan and Kid Gleason.

No Chisox fan can forget the hero of hoth
White Sox parks, Ed Walsh, one of the game's
greatest work horses.  Nothing spread  con-
sternation among opponents during a latting
rally more than the megaphoned ansiunee-
ment, “Walsh now pitching for Chicago.”

Perhaps the most popular figure ever lo
represent the club was Ted Lyons, At a “day”
given him on Sept. 15, 1940, he was loaded
down with gifts estimated in value at 84,500,

Another gift recipient from the White Sox
wasn't quite so co-operative, In 1834 the ¢'ub
bought Al Simmons, the slugging outfielder.
To help him get the range of the fences they
went to considerable expense to move the hore
plate forward 14 feet. The shorter distan~e
failed as an incentive to Al's home run bl
and when he was sold to Deteoit the orig ol
and very practical dimensions were restore

However, the club became “homer” coi-
scious again in 1949 and erected a wire fence
inside the regular barriers. The experiment
lasted eight days for the usual reason — low
many opposition round-trippers.
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Wf igl&‘g 818/(1, ¢  (Chicago Cubs

WHICLE'I’ FIELD, on Chicago’s north side,
is known as the parlor park of the major
leagues, a beautiful field with ivy-covered
walls and artistically-built stands.

The grounds originally belonged to the Chi-
cago entry of the Federal League and when
Charles Weegham took over the controlling
interest in the Cubs he moved the National
League team into the park he had built for his
outlaws.

In 1918 the Cub end of the World Series
with the Red Sox was transferred to the more
spacious and better equipped Comiskey Park.
This could never happen again as the Wrigley
interests, on taking over, steadily improved
the lavout until now it is the last word in spee-
tator comfort and playing accommadations,

The biggest changes were made in 1937
when a brick wall, swinging in an artistic are,
was constructed in front of the bleachers be-
tween the foul poles. This wall is covered with
vines, very lovely to look at but sometimes awk-
ward for outfielders. You recall that Pafko
lost a ball in the leafy network in the World
Series of 1945,

Above the centerficld wall the terraced
bleacher rises to a monster scoreboard, one of
the best 1li£:rlntul in the business.

Before the war, peat moss was impﬂrted
from Germany for cushioning under the play-
ing surface,

In 1938 Wrigley made his most important

changes for the comfort of the customers, Al-
though reducing the seating eapacity he wid-
ened chairs both in boxes and stands. The
park now seats 38,396,

The foul pole in left feld is 855 feet from
the plate. In right it is two feet shorter and
in dead center the wall is exactly 400 feet
away,

The pyramid-like bleachers house the fa-
mous white-shirted fans whe have fumished
an alibi for slumping hitters for many vears.
They claim it's impossible to follow a pitch
coming out of that white background.

Highlighting the many dramatic events that
have happened here are Gabby Hartnett's
“homer in the dark” and Babe Ruth's “called
shot homer.”

Hartnett's homer on Sept. 28, 1938, against
the league-leading Pirates just about sewed up
the pennant for the Cubs. He hit it with two
out in the ninth and the teams tied at Bve mns
each. It was growing so dark that starting
another inning would have been impossible.

Babe hit his famous home run in the 1932
World Series against Root. This serdes had
Furnished lﬂr:nty of "hml:ling" from the rival
dugouts and in the fifth inning of the third
game Babe was the target for much name-
calling after he had taken two strikes, Ruth
held up one finger after each pitch, then
smiled and pointed in the general direction of

the center field stands. The next pitch sailed
into that sector for a home run.

It was here that Hack's hit bounced over
Greenberg's shoulder in the twelfth inning of
the sixth game of the 1945 World Series and
gave the Cubs a victory that sent the series
into seven games. Here, also, Connie Mack
surprised the basehall world by starting Ehmke
in the 1929 World Series. He came through
with a 3 to 1 victory and fanned 13 men.

On May 2, 1917, this field saw a pitching
duel that has no equal in major league annals
— a double no-hitter. Fred Toney, strapping
Red right-hander and “Hippo” Vaughn, giant
Cub southpaw faced each other for nine in-
nings without nl]nwing a hit or o mun, In the
tenth the Reds scored a run and won a 1-0
victory.

Two of the Cubs® greatest infielders, Hack
and Jurges, were the culprits in the heroie
Dizzy Dean effort against the Yanks in the 1938
Waorld Series. Old Diz had only his "nothing”
ball and was bothering the Yank hitters, but
early in the game with two on and two out,
Gordon hit a routine grounder on which Hack
and Jurges collided and then rolled over on
their backs while the Yank runners scored. The
Yanks eventually won 4 to 3, despite Dean’s
courageous pitching, and the mishap was just
another in a long series that have plagued the
Cubs in World Series history.
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Crosley ield

THE first game at Redland Field, now known
as Crosley Field, was plaved on April 11, 1912,
with the Redlegs defeating the Cubs 10 to 6.
As in all pnrh the growth of the game has
called for many alterations, but the layout is
basically the same as it was 35 vears ago.

Most of the changes were m wle in 1938 —

a pennant year — when second decks were
added in the right and left wings of the grand-
stand. The seating capacity at present is
30.101.

This field is in the books as the first in which
a major league game was played under the
lights. The game, staged on May 24, 1935,
was one of the many promotional rrmsterpleces
put on by Larry 'dn::Plnji then general mana-
ger of the Reds.

The left field wall here is only 328 feet

trom home plate and just behind it is a laundry

roof onte which Lombardi and Frank MeCor-
mick belted many a homer. Atop the roof is
a huge sign which Jimmy Foxx once cleared
in a Red Sox exhibition game with Cinei

The right field foul pole at 342 feet gives
left-handed hitters a mild workout, but Keller
and Dickey planted homers into the bleachers
here in the 1938 World Series. This spot was
also a Favorite one for the Reds’ Ival Good-
man. He hit 17 here in 1938,

At the deepest part of the field in rght cen-
ter the distance is 387 feet and again it was a
Yankee bomber, Joe DiMaggio, who found the
home run range in this sector in 1939,

Cincinnati Reds

Many screwy things have happened in this
fine park with its billiard-like playing surface,
On Sept. 4, 1927, the Waner bovs hit liners
in the same inning that bounced into feld
boxes along the left field foul line for cheap
home runs, The next day the field boxes were
taken out and more room given the left
fielder. Sinee then rule changes have limited
hits that bounce out of the playing field to
two hases,

Another freak happening took place at the
first night game, The overflow erowd swarmed
along the first and third base lines. In this
setting a girl stepped out of the erowd, grabbed
a bat and yelled to Paul Dean to pitch. She
hit the ball toward first and was thrown out
by Dean. The umpire stll doesn't know why
he permitted such didoes,

In an important game against the Dodgers
on June 7, 1940, Harry Craft was robbed of a
homer and Bucky Walters of a victory by
another freak happening. Street lights behind
center field caused such a glare that canvas
shields were placed on the fence to protect
the batter's eyes. These shields were taken
down after each night game,

Following the night game on June 5 some-
ome neglected to remove the shields. In the
ninth inning of the next game, two days later,
Craft hit a drive to center that struck the shield
above the fence. The ball fell back on the field

for a triple and Craft never scored. Brooklyn
then won in the eleventh. Since then the
shields have been attached directly to the
street lights outside the park.

Johnny Sain will always remember the field
as the one where a pop fly fell among three
Braves for the only Cinei hit of the day. It
wis here also that the Braves were victims of
Johnny Vander Meer’s first of a double no-
hitter in 1938, The Dodgers took the same
treatment four davs later,

Cinei Fans waited a long time for a World
Series and then came up with one in 1919
that turned out to be erocked. It was an un-
fortunate thing because, in winning, the good
“Burghers” rightly believed that they had a
ball club, under Pat Moran, of championship
caliber,

Under Bill McKechnie the Reds won pen-
nants in 1939 and 1940. Thev lost to the
powerful Yankees in their World Seres of 1939
but came back to win a great series from De-
troit the following year. Paul Deringer and
Bucky Walters were then the pitching toasts
of Cinei.

World series drama at this park would in-
clude the late Jimmy Wilson's heroie work in
1940, Bartell's failure to relay the ball to the
plate while Frank MeCormick scored in the
same series, and Lombardi's collapse at the

plate in 1939,
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mam'a'pa[ Stadi.ﬁm * ofeague .Cz)rmﬂ ¢ C(Cleveland Indians

BII.I, VEECK'S decision in 1947 to play all
the Cleveland home games at the huge Mu-
nicipal Stadium meant that historic League
Park passed forever from the big league pic-
ture,

The game moves along and the tradition-
steeped old grounds that saw Lajoie. Joss and
Speaker make baseball history gave way to
the oval on the shores ol Lake Erie that housed
50,284 at the opening game on July 31, 1932,
and a World Series record crowd of 56,288
on Oct. 10, 1948,

The Stadium’s playing area normally took
in plenty of territory, At the foul lines the dis-
tance is only 320 feet but center ficld rounds
out in a deep arc with distances of 463 feet
in left and right center, and 470 feet in the
deepest part behind the center fielder. In the
Spring of 1947, however, a low wire [ence
was erected with much ceremony to cut down
on the outfield area and make it a little easier

for the boys who hit long fy balls,

As so often happens, the visiting batsmen
found the synthetic barrier a much softer tar-
get than did the Indian hitters, and so the
chicken wire has been moved out a bit at the
foul lines,

It now measures 362 feet and then curves
out to 410 in dead center. This will eut down
the home run output close to the foul poles
where the distance, 320 feet, and the height
of the fence, 3 feet 3 inches, was mther a soft
touch,

Until 1947 the Indians had used the Stadiom
mainly for Sunday and are-light games and
when Veeck moved in permanently he did so
with the idea that he could do something about
filling the mammoth bowl on other days and
in 1948 he hit the jackpot,

This promotion-minded showman did a won-
derful selling job on speaking tours all over
Ohio. He put on spectacular displays of fire-
works, gave away nylons to women patrons,
and on one occasion had thousands of orchids
Hown from Hawaii as a special gift for the
ladies. He staged a "Mr. Average Fan" night
and showered gifts on the rooter —one Joe
Earley. On a night for the ailing Don Black
he turned over $40,000 to the stricken pitcher,

All of this helped attract 2,620,627 cus-
tomers during the regular season, but Veeck
had not neglected the playing end. He built
up a serappy team led by the inspirational
manager, Lou Boudrean. Veteran coaches like

Bill MeKechnie and Muddy Ruel were valu-
able additions to the staff. Bookie Gene
Bearden was the play-off and World Series
hero and the surprising acquisition of the an-
cient Satchel Paige paid off with six victories.

The Indians were deadlocked with the Red
Sox on the final day and in a play-off at Boston
won the title, § to 3. They defeated the Braves
in the World Series in six games.

Among the landmarks at the Stadium is a
spot in the extreme left field comer of the
lower deck where Jimmy Foxx once belted a
homer.

Dale Alexander once hit the wall in front of
the center field bleachers on one hop. No one
has ever hit a ball into this distant stand.

Clevelanders cherish some rich baseball
memaries — like the great Addie Joss-Ed Walsh
pitching duel on Oct. 2, 1908, in which Joss set
down 27 men in order and beat Chicago | to
0 .. . the unassisted triple play by Wambs-
ganss . . . the batting power and felding
grace of Lajoie . . . the hot comer guardians,
Bradley, Gardner, Kamm and Keltner . . .
and the outfielding of Tris Speaker, who di-
rected Cleveland to its only previous pennant
and world championship in 1920,
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CBF :f:g g S ('S) tac{ium ¢ Detroit Tigers

BHI‘GCS STADRIUM in Detroit has in recent
vears become known as the “dream”™ held of
the majors. This luyout, once paved with
cobblestones over which a few inches of loam
had been $pn}r1c| and known originally as
Bennett Park, has gone through many a face-
lifting  operation in the past 40 years until
today it is one of the finest baseball plants in
the country,

The last remodelling job was in 1938 when
owner W, O. Briggs completed the extension
ot the double-decked stands well into left and
center fields and gave his patrons a park ex-
ceeded in seating capacity only by Yankee
Stadium and Cleveland’s Municipal Stadium.
The Briggs plant can handle 58,000 fans.

It is also a perfect park from a playing
standpoint with the left field foul pole 340
feet from the plate and the right field ex-
tremity 325 feet, Out around center field the
boundaries are something over the 400-foot
mark. Plenty deep for good outfielding.

One player who certainly calls this the
“dream fiela” is Ted Williams for it was here
he hit the homer that gave him his greatest
thrill. That was the never-to-he-forgotten
ninth inning clout that won the “dream” game
of 1941 from the National League All Stars.
It was Ted who also hit the longest homer on
record in Briggs Stadium. This was in 1939 on
a “three-nothing” pitch. York was catching

that day for Detroit and looking up at Ted
asked, “You wouldn't swing at the nest one,
would yon®

“1 would and 1 will,” aunswered the Kid, He
hit the “eripple” over the roof of the right
field stands.

Charley Bennett, for whom the field was
originally named, was an old Boston and De-
troit catcher, Early owners were James 0,
Burns and Samuel F. Angus, and in 1904 Wil-
liam H. Yawkey, whaose nllili“l.‘.d. son., Tom, is
the Hed Sox owner. Frank Nuavin and Briggs
came into the picture in later years,

If Detroit has the best ball park, it's true
that it probably has the greatest fans, Single
games on Sunday still fill the place and though
in recent years they have become somewhat
fickle, it seems agreed that for unswerving
loyalty to their team the Tiger supporters can't
be matched.

It's also true that these fans have had some-
thing to root for over the years. Didn't they
have Ty Cobb, the star of all stars, whose
daring exploits on the base paths and phenome-
nal hitting thrilled the nation day after day?

Couldn’t they boast of the three pennant
winners under the fiery Hughie Jennings? Who
can forget the slugging Sam Crawford, the
dashing Moriarty, the wily pitching of "Smiling
Bill” Donovan and the shortstopping of Donie
Bush? Also the game’s greatest comedian, Ger-

many Schaefer. He once eaused an obdurate
umpire to “call” a rainy day game Ly appear-
ing at second base with an umbrella and rub-
ber boots, Then there was Hamy Heilmar .o,
who picked the odd vears to do his hiz hit-
ting. He led the league in 1821, 1923, 1925
and 1927,

In 1934 Mickey Cochrane brought those
fighting days back to Tigertown and won flags
in 1934 and 1933, On Oect. 7, 1933, Detroit
had its greatest day. The Tigers won their
first World Series after four failures. In that
game with the score tied in the ninth, Hack
opened the half with a triple. It “sas here
that Tommy Bridges endeared himsell forever
to Detroit fans by setting down the next three
Cub hitters without allowing Stan to move off
third, truly a great Series pitching feat.

In the home half Cochrane scored the win-
ning run on a single by Goslin. That touched
off a night of celebrating that the Motor City
will never forget. In 1945 Steve O'Neill's Ti-
gers again beat the Cubs for the game’s highest
honors.

In a park where Sunday double-headers are
an exception rather than the rule, it was some-
what of a shock when Detroit announced that
lights would be installed for night games in
1948, Thus, Briggs became the last American
League park to “fall” for the arcs.
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DPolo

THE Polo Grounds, softest home run touch
in the majors, is one of the real historic parks
of our national game, Strangely enough it was
never a polo field and acquired the name [rom
the original Giants’ park of the eighties which
had been used for the mallet sport. When the
team moved to its present home the fans still
talked of going to the "Polo Grounds.”

A fire in the Spring of 1911 destroyed the
old wooden double-decked horseshoe stands
and the present concrete structure was erected,
The wooden bleachers in the outfield, saved
from the conflagration, were retained,

The shape of the picce of real estate nestling
below Coogan’s Bluff, necessitated the cramped
layout of the playing field with its close foul
poles and famous “Chinese” homers. At the
right field stick it measures only 257 feet from
the plate and in left field 279, In deep center
at the club house and the Eddie Grant Memo-
rial shaft it’s a long 482 feet.

Thus, the outfield defense calls for a center
fielder who can roam the sunlight trail, and
left and right fielders who can play shots off
the wall like billiardists.

Unlike St. Louis and Pittsburgh, where a
screen shuts off cheap home runs in right field,
the Polo Grounds has never used the chicken
wire even in front of the lower deck. There
has been agitation for such a move, but John

MeGraw felt that fans didn't like to sit behind

-f‘Ofﬂ,ﬂ({S ¢ New York Giants

sereens and vetoed the idea.

So the park has been the home mn para-
dise in the lively ball era of sluggers like Mel
Ott and Babe Ruth, and more recently Johnny
Mize, Willard Marshall and company, who
belted 221 homers in 1947, most of them in
the home park. The Yankees were Polo
Grounds’ tenants for ten years starting in 1913
and Buth, in 1920, introduced the home run
era with 54 circnit wallops. The following
season he belted 59, Slugging like this had
never been heard of and all records went by
the hoard.

Joe Jackson had the distinction of driving
the first ball over the present Polo Grounds
roof and Tony Lazzeri is in the books with a
“grand slam” in the World Series of 1936.
One of the most publicized round-trippers was
“Home Run” Baker’s, — made off Mathewson
in the 1911 World Serics.

Polo Grounds history is really built around
John McGraw and Christy Mathewson. They
brought the Giants out of the doldrums and
made them the toast of all New York and
bitter rivals of the great Chicago Cubs.

In 1902 McGraw was induced by Andy
Freedman, the Giants” owner, to jump back to
the Mationa]l Leapue [rom which he had
]1{;Ip|'!l:d in 1900 to manage the Baltimore
American League Club,

Under a new owner, Johm T. Brush, Me-

Graw's managerial genius, combined with
the pitching wizardry of the great Matty, rock-
eted the club into pennant contention,

MeGraw won the first of his ten flags in
1904 with Matty winning 33 games, Brush
refused to play the Red Sox in a World Series
that year, but in 1905 the Giants won easily
from the Athletics in & five-game series, Matty
pitched three shutouts in six days.

The Polo Grounds has been the scene of
many noteworthy incidents. Tt was here that
Merkle pulled his historic “boner” when he
failed to touch second as the “winning” mn
was crossing the plate with two out in the
ninth. Everyone has heard of the smart play
by Johnny Evers, who called for the ball and
tapped second while Merkle was on his way
to the clubhouse.

The gmunds were a1m the scene of the
greatest “strikeout story” of All-Star history.
In the 1934 game Carl Hubbell fanned Ruth,
Gehrig, Foxx, Simmons and Cronin in sue-
cession. Here also Zimmerman chased Eddie
Collins across an unguarded home plate in
another widely discussed World Series play.

In the Fall of 1925 a 16-year-old Louisiana
schoolboy, Mel Ott, showed up at the Polo
Grounds, A natural hitter, he caught on as
McGraw's "boy.,” He went on to smash many
batting records and to serve a term as manager
of the team.
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yaméee CS)tac{s'um ¢ New York Yankees

THIS is the House that Ruth built. This is
the park that houses the Bronx Bombers, win-
ners, in that “house,” of fourteen American
League pennants and twelve World Series
Hags.

Yankee Stadium was first opened in 1923,
and it was fitting that Babe Ruth’s three-run
homer Jed the Yanks to a 4-1 victory over the
Red Sox in the inaugural, The Yanks that year
went on to win the pennant and beat out the
Ciants in the "u"l.-’m’lu:l1 Series. The Yanks had
failed in two previous series against the Giants
but they won the 1923 clpssic in six games in
spite of the heroic efforts of a Giant named
Casey Stengel, who beat them twice with
home runs.

Until 1823, the Yankees, having outgrown
their original home on upper Broadway, had
been tenants of the New York Giants. In
1921, however, when negotiations for con-
tinued use of the Polo Grounds had reached
a stalemate, Col. Jake Ruppert surprised the
Ciant owners with the announcement that he
had an option on a plot of land in the Bronx
at 161st Street.

Then it was announced that a stadium wounld
be constructed in time for the 1923 season.
Some suggested that the park be named for
the Colonel but he rejected this idea and said,
“Let it be named for the elub and be a monu-
ment to all the Yankees.” So it became the
Yankee Stadium.

Until 1846 the Yankees used the dugout at

third base and the left field bull pen. Larry
MacPhail, when he was in the process of mak-
ing many alterations, shifted the home club
to the first base dugout and the right field bull
pen.

The Stadium with its short right field was
designed in the interests of Babe Buth and his
home run prowess. The Bambino made excel-
lent use of the proximity of the right field
stands, but Joe DiMaggio, the latest Yankee
slugger, must strive for the left feld stands,
which are much farther away from home plate,

At the foul line in right it's 296 feet and in
left 301, The outfield barrier curves out in a
wide arc. At the bull pen in left center it's 415
feet and in right center 367. In deepest cen-
ter, behind the flag pole, it measures a healthy
461,

The Bronx Bombers under Miller Hu;ﬁgins
and Joe McCarthy, fguratively speaking,
frightened most rival clubs to death. Hugs
1927 and 1928 sluggers trampled the Pirates
and Cardinals without losing a game. Many
believe the "27 outfit was the greatest team of
all time.

With McCarthy at the helm, the Yanks had
an eight-year stretch from 1936 to 1943, dur-
ing which they pounded through for seven
pennants and six World Series titles. Indeed,
in the 1939 All-Star game six Yankees, — Rolfe,
DiMaggio, Dickey, Selkirk, Gordon and Ruffing
— were in the starting American League line-
UP-

The Stadium has had its pitching moments,
too. 1t was here in a 1927 World Series game
that Herh Pennock retired 22 Pirates in suec-
cession  before Pie Traynor spoiled things
with a base hit,

Hoyt, Bush, Shawkey, Jones, Gomez, Ruf-
fing, Hadley, Murphy, Chandler and Page,
among others, have been masterly on the
mound,

It was here, in 1925, that the late Lou
Gehrig started his long streak of 2,130 con-
secutive games and on the same field on July
4, 1939, the first baseman, seriously ill, had a
monster day. While 77,000 looked on with
tear-filled eyes, the courageous Lou said over
the mike, “I'm the luckiest fellow in the
world.”

Joe DiMaggio also had a streak, In 1941
he hit safely in 56 consecutive games. From
the old bull-pen in the 1926 World Series,
Grover Alexander walked in and struck out
Lazzeri with the bases full. The swift-moving
Cardinals electrified the baseball world wi
their startling exhibition at the Stadium in the
1942 World Series. Terry Moore and Enos
Slaughter made unforgettable catches.

After a war-time slump the Yanks, under
Bucky Harrs, were world champs in 1947 and
in 1949 Casey Stengel and his courageous
team brought another world title to the “house
that Ruth built,” now owned by Dan Topping
and Del Webb.
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CS)/M.AQ t@ Clﬂé ¢ Philadelphia Athletics and the Phils

SIIIHE PARK was dedicated on April 12,
19089, when the Philadelphia Athletics defeated
the Boston Red Sox, & to 1, in what was de-
seribed in the newspapers as the last word in
baseball plants, — a “magnificent structure of
steel and cement.”

It was a magnificent ball park, — it stll is,
although like so many plants it has been en-
larged and remodeled to keep abreast of the
Emwth of the national game. The playing

eld is spacious with the foul pole 334 feet
from the plate in left and 331 in right. There's
plenty of room in center with the barrier 468
feet away from the batsman. This spot is
uphill, a rather gradual climb but noticeable
to an outfielder running down a triple.

Originally the right field barrier was an
ordinary concrete wall about 10 feet high
behind which “wild cat™ bleachers were built
on the roofs of houses, Now the wall is topped
with corrugated iron which brings the height
to 30 feet.

It was over the original wall that Frank
Baker belted the homer off Marquard that
earned him the sobriquet “Home Run.” This
was in the second game of the 1911 World
Series. The next day Mathewson, writing a
syndicated column, chided the Rube for his
method of pitching to Baker. The teams went
to New York and Baker duplicated the trick
off “Matty.”

The old wall was also in place when

“Mule” Haas hit his historic two-run homer
that tied the score in the ninth inning of the
final World Series game of 1928. Some of
Ruth’s drives bounced along the roof tops
between 20th and Opal Sts. Gehrig also hit
well here. In fact it was in this park that he
socked four homers in one game.

The left field is now double-decked and
has been a juicy target for Foxx and Simmons.
On May 30, 1930, Al hit a four-un homer
in the first game and then as a pinch hitter

in the second game socked another “grand
slam.”

Tn this field Ted Williams, on the final day
in 1941, went on a batting rEM];:I_I{C. He
rapped out six hits and finished the season
with a batting average of .406. His sixth hit
that day splintered a hom on the right field
wall.

The hitting that Philadelphia fans like most
to recall occurred in the fourth game of the
1929 World Series with the Cubs. The A's
were trailing, 0—8, when they went to bat in the
seventh inning. Before the last man had been
retired, ten runs had crossed the plate. Tt was
in this inning that the luckless Hack Wilson
lost a drive %‘-y Haas in the sun and helped
greatly in the run-scoring of the A's.

This park housed the $100,000 infield—
Mclnnis, Collins, Barry and Baker. Collins,
probably the game’s greatest second baseman,
is in baseball's Hall of Fame. Here also were

the pitching greats, Bender, Plank, Grove,
Earnshaw, Rommel, Walberg, and the brilliant
catcher, Mickey Cochrane,

When the American League eame into Phil-
adelphia, Ph“ McGraw ridiculed the entry
and said that Connie Mack had a “white ele-
phant” on his hands, That crack induced Mr.
Mack to use that animal as the club’s in-
signia, and Mr. McCraw had reason later to
rue his statement when the Athletics trampled
on the Giants in the 1911 and 1913 World
Series,

Connie Mack managed the first Athletics in
1901. He had won nine pennants and five
world titles, He has developed some of the
game's greatest plavers and teams. He has
broken up championship teams and developed
new ones. He's the “Grand Old Man of Base-
ball.” Long may his score card wavel

The park, which seats about 33,000, is now
shared the Phillies, who have been Mr.
Mack’s tenants since leaving their band box
at Baker Bowl.

Under progressive management of prﬁsident
Robert R. M. Carpenter, Jr., the National
Leagues with Eddie Sawyer in the pilot seat,
are bound to write history in Shibe Park that
will come close to matching the deeds of the
time-honored Athletics. Pliayvers like Hamner,
Jones, Roberts, Simmons and Waitkus appear
to be Phils with a [uture.
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IN 1904 President Bamey Dreyius moved
his Pirates from Exposition Park in a not too
select section of Pittsburgh to his newly erected
grounds in the beautiful Schenley Park area.
It was called Forbes Field, for a Cen. John
Forbes, who camped his Revolutionary War
army in the district.

President Dreyfus built a park that for
beauty eould hold its own with the buildings
in this educational and residentinl center,
which houses such edifices as the Camegie
Museumn and Carnegie Tech, A reporter once
called the field the “Hialeah of the majors,”

The fences have never been dotted with
advertising signs except to publicize War
Bonds drives during the war years,

This is a spacious field, a little too much
so for slow moving catchers and perhaps for
some not too fleet center fielders. Until 19486,
the distance from the plate to the backstop
had been 110 feet, a wicked chase for a fellow
like Lombardi on foul Hies. In 1947, box seats
cut this down to 80 feet. The wall in deepest
center field is 457 feet from the plate.

Another change in 1947 was in left field
where the much discussed “Greenberg Gar-
dens” cut the distance from 365 feet to 335 —
fine concession for Hammering Hank and
now for the slugging Ralph Kiner. The
change is in the form of a bull pen enclosed
by an eight-foot screen.

Pittsburgh Pirates

The right field foul pole is only 300 feet
from the plate, but moves out quickly to 375
in right center. A screen in front of the
lower deck prevents soft homers near the foul
line.

The 1947 improvements by Pres. Frank
McKinney cost $400,000, with renovations in
every department,

Fresident Drevfus moved into Firbes Field
just when the Pirites were in a pennant mond,
The 1809 Buccaneers not only won the Na-
tional League flag but went on to beat the
Tigers in the World Series behind the pitch-
ing of the rookie, Babe Adams,

The fields at that time seated 25.000 fans.
In 1925, another world's championship vear,
President Dreyfus erected a huge extension
in right field and raised the capacity to some
34.000. The added box seats, built into wasted
spaces by the new owners, brings the eapacity
up to 35.543,

Forbes Field, where Honus Wagner, Fred
Clarke, Pie Traynor, the Waner boys and
George Gibson made Pirate history, is rich
in diamond tradition.

Here Klein hit four homers in one game.
Babe Ruth walloped three on May 25, 1935
while close to his final days with the Braves.
One of these cleared the stands, the only hall
that ever has been hit over it

A I:riplevhe.'u]ur wWis 1‘.-'.'-1}‘1_'(1 here on Det. 2,

1920. Glenn Wright of the Pirates and Jimmy
Cooney of the Cubs pulled off unassisted triple
plays. Paul Waner made six successive hits in
six times at bat on Aug. 26, 1926, and Babe
Adams pitched 21 innings against New York
on July 17, 1914, without giving a base on
balls. In 1946 the place came close to being
the scene of a baseball “sit-down” strike,

It was here that one of the most dramatic
fielding plays was pulled off. Red Murray
of the Giants took off in the far reaches of
right center for a long fly just as a thunder
squall hit the field. Fans saw him disappear
into the gloom and then a sudden flash of
lightning illuminated the plaving field as Red
reached out and grabbed the ball with his
bare hand.

A rather gloomy subject around Forbes
Field, and one that is rarely brought up, con-
cerns the elosing davs of the 1938 season. It
looked like a certain pennant for the Corsairs
and not only did the management build a new
press box but they struck off the souvenir but-
tons for the scribes. Then came Gabby Hart-
neit’s histore “home run in the dark™ and the
collapse of Pie Traynor's team.

The gloom under the new ownership is wear-
ing off. and Forbes Field has that ]Jﬁght new
loak that would welecome another World Series.
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CS)pOf‘ tsman’s @ ar éé ¢ St. Louis Cardinals and the Browns

SPORTMAN'S PARK is rich in baseball lore.
On its soil the first diamond was laid out in
1866. No field in the major leagues goes back
that far in continuity of location,

It was here that the original Browns, owned
by the eolorful Chris Van der Ahe and cap-
tained by Charley Comiskey, won four straight
American Association flags, 1885 through 1858,
The 88 pennant was the last for the Mound
City until Hornsby's Cards won in 1926,

Sportsman’s Park —and it was given that
name way back in 1874 — housed the first club
to represent the city in the American League.
That was in 1902, and 18 years later the Card-
inals were taken in as tenanti. As tenants
they made out much better than the landlords.
The Natienal Leaguers won pennants in 1926,
1928, 1930, 1931, 1934, 1942, 1943, 1944
and 1946, while the Browns won their only
Hag in 1944,

The park has been remodeled many times.
All baseball fans have heard about the right-
field pavilion which at the foul pole measures
only 310 feet from home plate. A wire net-
ting now covers the face of this covered stand
to a point well down in right center.

This screen has worked against the “soft”
homers that made the seats a target in the

old days for left-handed sluggers. It has been
pointed out that when Ruth set his mark
of 60 round-trippers in 1927, the pavilion front
was open, and that in 1932, when Foxx hit
58, the screen was in place.

The records show, however, that Babe hit
only four homers in St. Louis in his record
year. A Philadelphia seribe is said to have
figured that Foxx hit the petting 12 times in
1932,

Jimmy, though, has left other clouting marks
in old “St. Loo,” His homer that broke up the
Crimes-Grove duel in the 1930 World Series
landed in the upper left center bleachers. He
has also hit them off the huge scoreboard in
left. Aside from the short right field wall the
park has sporting distances in left and center.

Ruth and Gehrig once raised havoe with
the right feld sector. Johnny Mize and Ted
Williams also have helped themselves here.
Sisler, Wallace, Burkett, Hornsby, Southworth,
Dizzy Dean, Martin, Alexander, Hafey and
Frisch are a few Sportsman’s Park immortals.
The “Gas House Gang” and the 42 world
champs will never be forgotten,

Probably no St. Louis team is closer to
the hearts of the Mound City fans than the
1946 outfit which defeated the Ffavored Red
Sox in the Warld Series. They have traced,

many Hmes, the path taken by the Hying
Slaughter when he scored the winning run all
the way from first base. The picture of
Brecheen being carried off the field on his
team-mates’ shoulders will also endure in St
Louis memories. To reach the World Series,
the Redbirds had to eliminate the Dodgers in
an unprecedented  playoff seres.

Stan “The Man™ Musial is hailed as opne of
the major’s outstanding players and Enos
Slaughter as the “runningest” guy in the game,
On the Browns' side, they developed the
socking Vern Stephens  who, with  Marty
Marion, nationally known as “Mr. Shortstop™
gave the town two great shortfielders,

While the erowds are often on the small
side thc:n,' have plenty of enthusiasm. In the
first base section of the stand yvou'll find Mary
Ott, famous “pig woman” rooter. In the
bleachers funs hrave near 100 degree heat. The
carnival spirit once headlined by Pepper Mar-
tins “Mud-Cat” band can be found under
the grandstand which resembles State Fair
and a Ringling Circus Midway rolled into one,

Here you may pun:hase balloons, pennants,
miniature bats, badges, hat bands and all
manner of knick-knacks. There is also a shoe
shine parlor and food and drink for perhaps
the “eatingest” erowd in the majors. The seat-
ing capacity is 34,000.
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g £‘ ﬁt!& Stac[ium ¢ Washington Senators

GRIFFITH STADIUM is another of “the
short right and long left and center” variety.
The right field barrier, while only 328 fest at
the foul line, is high enough to give left handed
hitters a good workout,

The left field bleacher stretches from the
left field foul pole to the strange right angle
projection in center field, which is built around
the back yards of five duplex dwellings. The
distance from the plate down the left field foul
line is 402 feet and, as the bleacher front
has a high wall, it's a discouraging target for
right-handed home run hitters.

From the plate to the flag pole in center it's
426 feet, and a ball can do tricks if hit into
the corners behind the projection. It's possible
to hit an inside-the-park homer in this sector.

These grounds once housed the Washington
team of the old 12Z-club National League.
Home of the American League club which
invaded the city in 1901, it was destroyed by
fire in 1911, The park was partially rebuilt in
time to fill all of the team’s home engage-
ments, The work was completed before the
1912 season and the park took its place among
the imposing playing fields of that erm.

Like Comiskey Park, Briggs Stadium and
Shibe Park, the Senators’ field has been
remodeled on the piece-meal plan to keep
abreast of things. It differs from the others,
however, in that it's easier to spot where the

new parts have been added, The roofs of
the newer double-decker wings that stretch
from lirst and third bases down the foul lines
are much higher than the old grandstand to
which they are attached. The seating capacity
of the stadium is 32,000,

For many years Washington teams had
tough sledding in organized ball. They were
well down in the old National League and so
bad in early days of the junior organization
that a sure laugh-getter in the old vaudeville
days was the comedian’s definition of Washing-
ton — “First in war, frst in peace and last in
the American League.” That brought down
the house at Keith's and the Palace.

However, they did have Walter Johnson,
whom nobody could laugh off, and they had
George McBride, a great shortstop. In 1905
the pundits had some fun with the two third
basemen, Hill and Nill, and an outfielder
named Knoll.

Clark Griffith became manager and part
owner in 1912 and things immediately looked
up. The team finished second to the Red Sox.
It wasn't till 1924, though, that they hit the
jack-pot under the first year leadership of
Bucky Harris, Then they went the whaole
way, with victories in the pennant race and
the World Serdes.

Drama was packed in the final World Series
game. Johnson pitched four heroic innings of

relief, Buel opened the 12th with a double
after Gowdy, stumbling on his mask, muffed
Muddy’s foul fly. McNeely's grounder hit a
pebble and bounded over Lindstrom's head
to score Ruel with the winning run. The cele-
bration that night on Pennsylvania Avenue
beggared deseription, Tt was even greater
than the Armistice demonstration six years
before.

In 1925 the Senators repeated, but lost the
big series to Pittsburgh. A feature was a dis-
puted catch by Rice of Smith’s long hit into
the temporary seats in right center, a catch
that saved the third game for Washington.

oe Cronin, like Harris, a “boy manager,”
won the Hag his first time out in 1933 and
lost the World Series to the Giants. Another
disr.nul{-.d lﬂ;g}r |'|Ig1].!i1.{htef] the final game. In
the tenth, a drive by Ott was tipped by Schulte
into temporary seats, It was ruled a homer
and won the game and series for New Lork.

Along with the phenomenal Johnson, Wash-
ington boasts of Milian, a base stealer with 88
thefts in 1912, eluteh hitter Goose Goslin, relief
hurler Fred Marberry and catchers like Street,
Adnsmith and Ruel.

The All Star game was played there in 1937
and featured Medwick’s “four for four,” Geh-
rig’s home run and Averill's smash off Dizzy
Dean's right toe, causing an injury that prac-
tically ruined the Cardinal ace us a top twirler,
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